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Dear handball friends,
Four more rounds of thrilling group phase action!

The Machineseeker EHF Champions League 2024/25 is ready for four more rounds of
thrilling group phase action as the competition returns from its winter break and the
2025 IHF World Championship. Many players from the topflight clubs have been
representing their national teams over the past few weeks. Players from world
champions Denmark, runners-up Croatia, bronze medallists France, semi-finalists
Portugal and other nations that impressed handball fans worldwide are now eager to
continue the club season in Europe’s premium competition when play resumes on
12/13 February.

After 10 of the 14 rounds in the Machineseeker EHF Champions League group phase,
both groups have a runaway leader who opened a four-point gap. In group A, One
Veszprém HC won nine of their 10 matches and have a significant head start when
the race to the quarter-final and play-off spots heats up in the last four rounds. With
Paris Saint-Germain Handball, Sporting CP, and Fichse Berlin, three teams find
themselves close together on the next three positions, followed by Dinamo Bucuresti.
Lower down the table, HC Eurofarm Pelister, Orlen Wisla Plock and European
debutants Fredericia Handbold Klub will likely battle it out for the last play-off berth
in this group.

Over in group B, record and defending champions Barca have proved that their hunger
for success has not been stilled by any means. Boasting a four-point lead going into
the last four rounds, they are followed by three teams which are separated by just a
single point, setting up a breathtaking finish to the group phase: HBC Nantes, Aalborg
Handbold, and OTP Bank - PICK Szeged. The second part of the table promises just
as much excitement, as Industria Kielce, SC Magdeburg, Kolstad Handbold and HC
Zagreb are heading into a close battle for play-off spots, with only two teams making
the cut.

The stage is set for an enthralling finish to the group phase, and fans cannot wait to
closely follow their favourite teams and players as the race to the Machineseeker EHF
Champions League knockout phase is truly on.

Michael Wiederer
EHF President
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From court
to comfort

For eight thrilling years, Gorenje has stood
alongside Europe’s top handball teams — and the
fans who cheer them on. Now, as Official Partner
of both the men’s and women’s competitions of
the EHF Champions League, we bring that same
winning spirit home. From fast-paced matches
to everyday moments, our appliances are built
for champions — designed to simplify your daily
victories.

ENJOY THE GAME WITH
GORENJE APPLIANCES
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MACHINESEEKER

ULTIMATE

Completely controlled bounce. Extreme durability.

Optimal roundness. Perfect grip and soft feel.

Official match ball of the Machineseeker EHF Champions League. E |-| 3
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NEX I ®
13/14 June
LANXESS arena, Cologne

TN o TRUCKSCOUT24
EHF FINAL4 2026



HBG NANTES

HBC NANTES

NAME SURNAME YEAR  HEIGHT(CM) WEIGHTK®  POS. NATIONALITY SELECTION

1 PESIC Ivan 1989 194 114 GK Croatia Croatia
2 LAGARDE Romain 1997 194 98 LB France France
3 BRIET Thibaud 1999 205 105 RB France France
4 MINNE Aymeric 1997 187 87 CB France France
5 YOSHIDA Shuichi 2001 193 110 LP Japan Japan
6 TARRAFETA Tan 1999 188 88 CB Spain Spain
8 NYATEU O’Brian 1992 188 99 CB France

9 AVELANGE-DEMOUGE Théo 1996 183 79 RW France

10 OVNICEK Rok 1995 183 88 CB Slovenia Slovenia
11 TOURNAT Nicolas 1994 200 116 LP France France
13 BOS Julien 1998 188 84 RB France France
15 GABER Matej 1991 198 124 LP Slovenia Slovenia
16 BIOSCA Ignacio 1995 193 100 GK Spain Spain
17 LEOPOLD Noam 2002 186 86 LW Switzerland Switzerland
18 ABDI Ayoub 1997 197 98 RW Algeria Algeria

19 ODRIOZOLA Kauldi 1997 182 920 RW Spain Spain
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1 LUDWIG Lasse 2002 194 96 GK Germany Germany
3 WIEDE Fabian 1994 194 99 RB Germany Germany
6 PRANTNER Leo 2001 178 80 RW Italy Italy
9 BENEKE Max 2003 205 102 RB Germany Germany
11 ANDERSSON Lasse 1994 1996 100 LB Denmark Denmark
14 ARINO Aitor 1992 188 86 LW Spain Spain
15 GRONDAHL Tobias 2001 183 87 CB Norway Norway
17 LICHTLEIN Nils 2002 183 82 CB Germany Germany
19 GIDSEL Mathias 1999 190 91 RB Denmark Denmark
20 FREIHOFER Tim 2002 173 77 LW Germany Germany
21 MOHR Lucas 2002 198 98 LB Germany
25 LANGHOFF Matthes 2002 193 95 LB Germany Germany
29 HERBURGER Lukas 1994 197 100 LP Austria Austria
34 AV TEIGUM Hakun West 2002 189 96 RW Faroe Islands Faroe Islands
93 MARSENIC Mijajlo 1993 202 115 LP Serbia Serbia
926 MILOSAVLIEV Dejan 1996 189 117 GK Serbia Serbia

REFEREES AccoTo MARTINS, DANIEL / AccoTo MARTINS, ROBERTO  DELEGUATE rATZ, FELIX
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With strong partners to a successful season. EHF Champions League



