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Machineseeker EHF Champions League 2025/26 play-offs are here! 

Dear handball fans,  

After 14 rounds of group matches, the Machineseeker EHF Champions League 2025/26 has 
finally reached the knockout stage – and fans can now look forward to two weeks of close 
battles for the quarter-finals.  

There is still so much of the competition to go, yet we have already witnessed so many brilliant 
performances on court week in, week out, all played out in front of you, our wonderful fans, 
who have created atmospheres worthy of the elite-level sport on show. I’m sure we will have 
the same again in the play-off round. 

First up, we have two teams that know all about knockout handball; One Veszprém HC and 
Paris Saint-Germain will meet in a tie that in any other year could grace the LANXESS arena 
stage! Also in the play-offs are the Parisians’ compatriots, HBC Nantes, who will face GOG of 
Denmark. Nantes have a great record of reaching the EHF FINAL4, but with plenty of 
experience, GOG will provide a very worthy challenge. 

Industria Kielce will be aiming to avoid a second play-off exit in as many years when they meet 
OTP Bank - PICK Szeged who, with so many quarter-final appearances under their belts, have 
what it takes to overcome this challenge. Last but not least, Sporting Clube de Portugal face 
Orlen Wisła Płock. One of these sides will reach the last eight for just the second time, could 
that be a springboard for a debut at the TruckScout24 EHF FINAL4?  

The eight matches across the four ties are sure to create a breathtaking spectacle that will get 
more eyes on the Machineseeker EHF Champions League, whether that’s in the arenas, on TV 
or online. Better media coverage allows the competition to grow and improve as a product 
for handball fans to enjoy. 

The winners of the four ties will go on to face Füchse Berlin, Barça, Aalborg Håndbold and 
defending champions SC Magdeburg, respectively, in the quarter-finals. Then, we will be just 
one round away from the TruckScout24 EHF FINAL4 2026, where spectators at this year’s 
renewal in Cologne will enjoy every moment of drama in the battle for the prestigious trophy! 

Until then, I wish good luck to all the teams ready to go head-to-head in the play-offs! 

Yours in sport, 

Michael Wiederer  
EHF President 
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ULTIMATE
Completely controlled bounce. Extreme durability. 
Optimal roundness. Perfect grip and soft feel.
Official match ball of the Machineseeker EHF Champions League.



13/14 June
LANXESS arena, Cologne

eurohandball.com
EHFTV.com

WHO WILL
LIFT THE
TROPHY
NEXT?

TRUCKSCOUT24
EHF FINAL4 2026



HBC NANTES
Grégory COJEAN (Coach)  - Dimitri FLEURANCE (Assistant coach)

# NAME SURNAME YEAR HEIGHT (CM) WEIGHT (KG) POS. NATIONALITY SELECTION

1 PEŠIĆ Ivan 1989 194 114 GK Croatia Croatia

2 LAGARDE Romain 1997 194 98 LB France France

3 BRIET Thibaud 1999 205 105 RB France France

4 MINNE Aymeric 1997 187 87 CB France France

5 YOSHIDA Shuichi 2001 193 110 LP Japan Japan

6 TARRAFETA Ian  1999 188 88 CB Spain Spain

7 RIVERA© Valero 1985 186 86 LW Spain Spain

8 NYATEU O’Brian 1992 188 99 CB France

9 AVELANGE-DEMOUGE Théo 1996 183 79 RW France

10 OVNIČEK Rok 1995 183 88 CB Slovenia Slovenia

11 TOURNAT Nicolas 1994 200 116 LP France France

13 BOS Julien 1998 188 84 RB France France

15 GABER Matej 1991 198 124 LP Slovenia Slovenia

16 BIOSCA Ignacio 1995 193 100 GK Spain Spain

17 LEOPOLD Noam 2002 186 86 LW Switzerland Switzerland

18 ABDI Ayoub 1997 197 98 RW Algeria Algeria

19 ODRIOZOLA Kauldi 1997 182 90 RW Spain Spain



# NAME SURNAME YEAR HEIGHT 
(CM)

WEIGHT 
(KG) POS. NATIONALITY SELECTION

3 PEDERSEN Nicolai 1994 198 100 LB Denmark

6 BJERRE Frederik 2000 185 90 LW Denmark

7 VILHELMSEN Lasse 2005 192 93 RB Denmark

9 JAKOBSEN William 2005 186 67 LW Denmark Denmark

10 PEDERSEN Frederik 2005 198 88 CB Denmark

12 JOHANNESSON Peter 1992 191 92 GK Sweden Sweden

13 BALSTAD Lasse 1994 196 96 LP Norway Norway

14 KÄLL Casper 2000 CB Sweden

17 DALBY William 2005 186 67 LW Denmark

19 RASMUSSEN Oskar 2000 196 94 RW Denmark Denmark

20 JESPERSEN Frederik 2007 LP Denmark

21 KILDELUND Kasper 1994 184 84 RW Denmark

29 LYKKE Hjalte 2004 180 75 RB Denmark Denmark

64 BOUTAF Salah 1999 192 108 GK Denmark

66 LINDSKOG Anton 1993 198 110 LP Sweden Sweden

78 MITTÚN Óli 2005 188 90 CB Faroe Islands Faroe Islands

79 TONNESEN Emil 2005 189 95 CB Denmark

 

GOG
Kasper CHRISTENSEN (Coach) - Rasmus BERTELSEN (Assistant coach)

REFEREES  BOLIC, DENIS / HURICH, CHRISTOPH         DELEGUATE  VAN DER HELM, FERDINAND 
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With strong partners to a successful season.

Find out more about
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